Mrs.Younger Sums It Up 
In an Ornamental Eggshell 
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Mrs. J. Arthur Younger, 
wife of the California Con- 
gressman, doesn’t want a 
goose that lays golden eggs. 
She will settle for just eggs 
— any color and the bigger 
the better. 

This talented artist takes 
the empty shells, adds co- 
lors and ornaments of her 
own choosing and makes 
them glitter like gold, silver 
amd even diamonds. 

Converting eggshells into 
elegant jewel boxes that 
command an impressive 
price — when she can he per- 
suaded to sell them— is a 
hobby that keeps her so 
busy sfhe wishes for more 
hours in the day. 

■ “I started making shadow 
boxes from eggshells for my 
grandchildren at Easter sev- 
eral years ago, and then de- 
cided to see what I could do 
with Christmas ornaments 
from shells,” she said, ex- 
plaining how. she worked 
into making jewel boxes. 

It tabes about a week of 
steady work to convert an 
ordinary eggshell into a 
jewel box and Norma Youn- 
ger has scores of them on 
display in her apartment 
here showing how diligently 
she has worked. 

She uses everything from 
bantam eggs to the large 
polished ivory shells of 
ostrich eggs, and the deep 
forest green eggs of the 
emu. 

The ostrich and emu egg- 
shells She gets from a zoo 
in Australia through a friend 
in California. The goose 
eggs come from nearby 
farms. 



saw amd sometimes it takes 
me an hour and a half to 
cut around a five inch egg,” 
she said. 

However, she expects to 
work much faster in the fu- 
ture as she has recently ac- 
quired a motorized saw. 

Next, she applies eight 
coats of colorless plastic to 
the inside and outside of 
each half of the shell giving 
them strength. After the 
last coat is dry she cuts 
tissue paper patterns for 
the outside covering and 
the lining of the two half 
shells. Next she cuts the 
pattern in velvet on the bias 
and attaches it to the shell 

with a special jeweler’s 
glue. 

Then she’s ready to apply 
the gold braid, synthetic 
jewels and other trim. 

Mrs. Younger uses tiny 
gold hinges to put the egg 
shells back together and ap- 
plies a little latch to the 
front of the shell which is 
glued to a silver-plated pe- 
destal. 

Mrs. Younger has exhibit- 
ed her eggshell jewel boxes ' 
that rival in cottar and beau- 
ty the famous Faberge East- 
er eggs, at women’s clubs 
here and in Baltimore. She 
had one showing of them 
abroad a freighter on which 
she and her husband were 
taking a trip around the 
world. 

Some of the fellow -pas- 
sengers were so insistent on 
buying she consented to sell 
some of her eggshell jewel 



boxes then and with what 
she termed “my egg money” 
bought herself a handsome 
Chinese jewel box in cloi- 
sonne ware. 

. MANY of the ornaments 
she uses for decorations 
were purchased in Singa- 
pore but her major Supply 
sources are a shop in New 
Jersey and a costume store 
in San Francisco. 

Explaining her artistic 
talent, Mrs. Younger said 
“My mother was an artist — 
she painted in oils — and 
maybe I inherited a little 
talent.” Mrs. Younger stu- 
died briefly before her mar- 
riage at the Art Institute in 
Chicago. And a couple of 
years ago she spent a week 
at the Buck County, Pa., 
farm of Dorothy Narrower 
taking lessons in decoupage, 
painting on wood, and other 
mediums of art. 



FIRST, Mrs. Younger 
soaks the shells, from which 
the yolk and white has been 
drawn through pin holes at 
each end, for 12 hours in a 
bleach solution to make the 
pores soft. 

“Then I’m ready to begin 
cutting. I use a jeweler’s 



